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For the Foi people who live on the edge of the central highlands of Papua New Guinea, the flow of pearl
shells is the "heart" of their social life. The pearl shell is the exchange item that mediates the creation of their
most important sexual and social roles. The Heart of the Pearl Shell analyzes a number of myths of the Foi
people, elegantly bringing together significant ethnographic materials in a way that has important
implications for the development of social theory in anthropology and in Melanesian studies. Scholars of
semiotic-symbolic anthropology and of comparative religion will also share the author's interest in the
meaning and role of mythology in Foi culture.

Instead of relying on orthodox methods of Freudian or structuralist interpretation, James Weiner assumes
there is a dialectical relationship between the images of Foi myth and the images of the Foi's social world.
He demonstrates how each set of these images is dependent upon the other for its creation. This innovative
study locates Foi social meaning in the re-creation and attempted solution of the moral dilemmas that are
crystallized in mythology and other poetic usages.
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From reader reviews:

Jeanne Gonzales:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Heart
of the Pearl Shell: The Mythological Dimension of Foi Sociality (Studies in Melanesian Anthropology)?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's
book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Jared Hoskins:

Here thing why that The Heart of the Pearl Shell: The Mythological Dimension of Foi Sociality (Studies in
Melanesian Anthropology) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it
really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Heart of
the Pearl Shell: The Mythological Dimension of Foi Sociality (Studies in Melanesian Anthropology) giving
you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that
similar with The Heart of the Pearl Shell: The Mythological Dimension of Foi Sociality (Studies in
Melanesian Anthropology). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded
book maybe the form of The Heart of the Pearl Shell: The Mythological Dimension of Foi Sociality (Studies
in Melanesian Anthropology) in e-book can be your option.

Susan Dixon:

The book The Heart of the Pearl Shell: The Mythological Dimension of Foi Sociality (Studies in Melanesian
Anthropology) will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book The Heart of
the Pearl Shell: The Mythological Dimension of Foi Sociality (Studies in Melanesian Anthropology) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to
read the book.

Thomas Towne:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you go through a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The The Heart
of the Pearl Shell: The Mythological Dimension of Foi Sociality (Studies in Melanesian Anthropology) offer



you a new experience in looking at a book.
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