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Renowned for its madrassas and archives of rare Arabic manuscripts, Timbuktu is famous as a great center
of Muslim learning from Islam’s Golden Age. Yet Timbuktu is not unique. It was one among many scholarly
centers to exist in precolonial West Africa. Beyond Timbuktu charts the rise of Muslim learning in West
Africa from the beginning of Islam to the present day, examining the shifting contexts that have influenced
the production and dissemination of Islamic knowledge?and shaped the sometimes conflicting interpretations
of Muslim intellectuals?over the course of centuries.

Highlighting the significant breadth and versatility of the Muslim intellectual tradition in sub-Saharan Africa,
Ousmane Kane corrects lingering misconceptions in both the West and the Middle East that Africa’s Muslim
heritage represents a minor thread in Islam’s larger tapestry. West African Muslims have never been isolated.
To the contrary, their connection with Muslims worldwide is robust and longstanding. The Sahara was not an
insuperable barrier but a bridge that allowed the Arabo-Berbers of the North to sustain relations with West
African Muslims through trade, diplomacy, and intellectual and spiritual exchange.

The West African tradition of Islamic learning has grown in tandem with the spread of Arabic literacy,
making Arabic the most widely spoken language in Africa today. In the postcolonial period, dramatic
transformations in West African education, together with the rise of media technologies and the ever-
evolving public roles of African Muslim intellectuals, continue to spread knowledge of Islam throughout the
continent.
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From reader reviews:

William Herold:

This book untitled Beyond Timbuktu: An Intellectual History of Muslim West Africa to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Jamie Arellano:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe
you answer might be Beyond Timbuktu: An Intellectual History of Muslim West Africa why because the
excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick
up this book.

Neil McNatt:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Beyond Timbuktu: An Intellectual History of
Muslim West Africa. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Frank Foushee:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
Beyond Timbuktu: An Intellectual History of Muslim West Africa when you desired it?
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