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Richard Purvis—organist, choirmaster, and composer at historic Grace Cathedral—became a San Francisco
legend and (along with Alexander Schreiner, E. Power Biggs, and Virgil Fox) a national celebrity who made
mid-20th century American organ music popular with the masses through records, recitals, and the press.
The only book of its kind, Richard Purvis, Organist of Grace is a major contribution to our understanding of
the music, culture, and church politics of an era marked as much by social change as by a revolution in
musical taste, technology, and compositional technique. Uniquely among his colleagues, Purvis was first and
foremost a writer and performer of original music that thrilled church and concert audiences everywhere—a
talent that won him more than one invitation to leave Grace to compose for Hollywood. (His closest ally at
Grace described Purvis as writing “film music for the Episcopal church.”) Child prodigy, conservatory
virtuoso, prisoner of war—Purvis’s early life reads like a movie. Then came his epic rise and fall at Grace,
concertizing throughout the United States, and a teaching career that spawned a generation of organists who,
like Purvis, were equally adept at playing theatre organs, unafraid to experiment—even with electronic
organs—and trained to trust their ear, not just the page. Through scrupulous research and extensive
interviews with those who knew Purvis best, James Welch captures the character, career, and legacy of "The
Master of Grace" in the book that future scholars and readers will return to, again and again, as the Place
Where it All Began in Purvis studies. Richard Purvis, Organist of Grace, 508 pages, is lavishly illustrated
with never-before seen photos and a wealth of documents and interviews. It chronicles Purvis's early life in
the Bay Area, his years at The Curtis Institute, his military service in World War II, and his tempestuous
tenure at Grace Cathedral, where he made the stones sing and crowds cheer. The book includes detailed
chapters about Purvis as composer, recitalist, and teacher; complete lists of his published (and unpublished)
organ and choral works; the story of his strong interest in the theatre organ; and colorful anecdotes and
reminiscences from those who knew him as a friend, teacher, and colleague. His legend continues—clarified,
corrected, and completed—in this essential resource for organists, historians, and lovers of music.
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From reader reviews:

Elliot Weber:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Richard Purvis, Organist of Grace.

Robert Watts:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Richard
Purvis, Organist of Grace? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Jacki Peters:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Richard Purvis, Organist
of Grace will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book
with you?

Bethany Zuniga:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just their can
do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on pre-school until university need that Richard Purvis, Organist of Grace to read.
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