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In recent decades the study of British foreign policy and diplomacy has broadened in focus. No longer is it
enough for historians to look at the actions of the elite figures - diplomats and foreign secretaries - in
isolation; increasingly the role of their advisers and subordinates, and those on the fringes of the diplomatic
world, is recognised as having exerted critical influence on key decisions and policies. This volume gives
further impetus to this revelation, honing in on the fringes of British diplomacy through a selection of case
studies of individuals who were able to influence policy. By contextualising each study, the volume explores
the wider circles in which these individuals moved, exploring the broader issues affecting the processes of
foreign policy. Not the least of these is the issue of official mindsets and of networks of influence in Britain
and overseas, inculcated, for example, in the leading public schools, at the Universities of Oxford and
Cambridge, and in gentlemen's clubs in London's West End. As such the volume contributes to the growing
literature on human agency as well as mentalité studies in the history of international relations. Moreover it
also highlights related themes which have been insufficiently studied by international historians, for
example, the influence that outside groups such as missionaries and the press had on the shaping of foreign
policy and the role that strategy, intelligence and the experience of war played in the diplomatic process.
Through such an approach the workings of British diplomacy during the high-tide of empire is revealed in
new and intriguing ways.
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From reader reviews:

Lorri Nicholson:

Often the book On the Fringes of Diplomacy: Influences on British Foreign Policy, 1800-1945 has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read
you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Donna Bledsoe:

On the Fringes of Diplomacy: Influences on British Foreign Policy, 1800-1945 can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing On the
Fringes of Diplomacy: Influences on British Foreign Policy, 1800-1945 although doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it.
This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Jack Lacasse:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This On the Fringes of Diplomacy: Influences on
British Foreign Policy, 1800-1945 can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these guides have than the others?

David Gaiter:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and On the Fringes of Diplomacy: Influences on British
Foreign Policy, 1800-1945 or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes On the Fringes of Diplomacy: Influences on British Foreign Policy, 1800-1945 to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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