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Drawing on extensive historical and anthropological research, personal accounts, and interviews with people
who work in the funeral industry, Penny Colman examines the compelling subjects of death and burial across
cultures and societies. The text, enriched with stories both humorous and poignant, includes details about the
decomposition and embalming processes (an adult corpse buried six feet deep without a coffin will usually
take five to ten years to turn into a skeleton) and describes the various customs associated with containing
remains (the Igala people in Nigeria have a custom of burying people in as many as twenty-seven layers of
clothing). Intriguing facts are revealed at every turn; for example, in Madagascar winter was considered the
corpse-turning season.

This comprehensive book also includes a list of burial sites of famous people, images in the arts associated
with death, fascinating epitaphs and gravestone carvings, a chronology and a glossary, and over a hundred
black-and-white photographs, most of which were taken by the author.

Penny Colman writes with compassion and intelligence and humanizes the difficult subjects of death and
burial. The result is a powerful look at an inevitable part of life--death.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Long:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book
Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Kelly McDowell:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want sense happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Corpses, Coffins,
and Crypts: A History of Burial is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Wade Diaz:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial.

Tony Hogan:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. With the book Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts: A History of Burial we can consider more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Corpses, Coffins, and
Crypts: A History of Burial. You can more appealing than now.
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