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 Rationalism, Platonism and God comprises three main papers on Descartes, Spinoza and Leibniz, with
extensive responses. It provides a significant contribution to the exploration of the common ground of the
great early-modern Rationalist theories, and an examination of the ways in which the mainstream Platonic
tradition permeates these theories.

John Cottingham identifies characteristically Platonic themes in Descartes's cosmology and metaphysics,
finding them associated with two distinct, even opposed attitudes to nature and the human condition, one
ancient and "contemplative", the other modern and "controlling". He finds the same tension in Descartes's
moral theory, and believes that it remains unresolved in present-day ethics.

Was Spinoza a Neoplatonist theist, critical Cartesian, or naturalistic materialist? Michael Ayers argues that
he was all of these. Analysis of his system reveals how Spinoza employed Neoplatonist monism against
Descartes's Platonist pluralism. Yet the terminology - like the physics - is Cartesian. And within this
Platonic-Cartesian shell Spinoza developed a rigorously naturalistic metaphysics and even, Ayers claims, an
effectually empiricist epistemology.

Robert Merrihew Adams focuses on the Rationalists' arguments for the Platonist, anti-Empiricist principle of
"the priority of the perfect", i.e. the principle that finite attributes are to be understood through corresponding
perfections of God, rather than the reverse. He finds the given arguments unsatisfactory but stimulating, and
offers a development of one of Leibniz's for consideration.

These papers receive informed and constructive criticism and development at the hands of, respectively,
Douglas Hedley, Sarah Hutton and Maria Rosa Antognazza.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Pratt:

The book Rationalism, Platonism and God: A Symposium on Early Modern Philosophy (Proceedings of the
British Academy) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we
leave the great thing like a book Rationalism, Platonism and God: A Symposium on Early Modern
Philosophy (Proceedings of the British Academy)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all
of these. Book Rationalism, Platonism and God: A Symposium on Early Modern Philosophy (Proceedings of
the British Academy) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Carl Moss:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Rationalism, Platonism and God: A Symposium on
Early Modern Philosophy (Proceedings of the British Academy) why because the wonderful cover that make
you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as
the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Catherine Cote:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Rationalism, Platonism and God: A
Symposium on Early Modern Philosophy (Proceedings of the British Academy) can give you a lot of good
friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Rationalism, Platonism and God: A Symposium on Early Modern
Philosophy (Proceedings of the British Academy).

Iva Simmon:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Rationalism, Platonism and God: A Symposium
on Early Modern Philosophy (Proceedings of the British Academy) was colorful and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Rationalism, Platonism and God: A Symposium on Early Modern Philosophy
(Proceedings of the British Academy) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore ,



not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose
the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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