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Can virtuous behavior be explained by nature, and not by human rational choice? "It's the animal in us," we
often hear when we've been bad. But why not when we're good? Primates and Philosophers tackles this
question by exploring the biological foundations of one of humanity's most valued traits: morality.

In this provocative book, renowned primatologist Frans de Waal argues that modern-day evolutionary
biology takes far too dim a view of the natural world, emphasizing our "selfish" genes and reinforcing our
habit of labeling ethical behavior as humane and the less civilized as animalistic. Seeking the origin of
human morality not in evolution but in human culture, science insists that we are moral by choice, not by
nature.

Citing remarkable evidence based on his extensive research of primate behavior, de Waal attacks "Veneer
Theory," which posits morality as a thin overlay on an otherwise nasty nature. He explains how we evolved
from a long line of animals that care for the weak and build cooperation with reciprocal transactions.
Drawing on Darwin, recent scientific advances, and his extensive research of primate behavior, de Waal
demonstrates a strong continuity between human and animal behavior. He probes issues such as
anthropomorphism and human responsibilities toward animals. His compelling account of how human
morality evolved out of mammalian society will fascinate anyone who has ever wondered about the origins
and reach of human goodness.

Based on the Tanner Lectures de Waal delivered at Princeton University's Center for Human Values in 2004,
Primates and Philosophers includes responses by the philosophers Peter Singer, Christine M. Korsgaard, and
Philip Kitcher and the science writer Robert Wright. They press de Waal to clarify the differences between
humans and other animals, yielding a lively debate that will fascinate all those who wonder about the origins
and reach of human goodness.
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From reader reviews:

Clyde Welch:

In other case, little persons like to read book Primates and Philosophers: How Morality Evolved (Princeton
Science Library). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important any book Primates and Philosophers: How Morality Evolved (Princeton Science Library).
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book as
well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Richard Shumate:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around
the world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Primates and Philosophers:
How Morality Evolved (Princeton Science Library) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading
any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have
you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Nicholas Poston:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Primates and Philosophers: How Morality
Evolved (Princeton Science Library) book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Primates
and Philosophers: How Morality Evolved (Princeton Science Library) as good book but not only by the
cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Andrew Thompson:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Primates and Philosophers: How Morality Evolved
(Princeton Science Library) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Primates and Philosophers: How Morality Evolved (Princeton Science Library) has many kinds or type. Start
from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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