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About Candide by Voltaire

Candide, ou l'Optimisme (/?kæn?di?d/; French: [k??did]) is a French satire first published in 1759 by
Voltaire, a philosopher of the Age of Enlightenment. The novella has been widely translated, with English
versions titled Candide: or, All for the Best (1759); Candide: or, The Optimist (1762); and Candide: or,
Optimism (1947). It begins with a young man, Candide, who is living a sheltered life in an Edenic paradise
and being indoctrinated with Leibnizian optimism (or simply "optimism") by his mentor, Professor Pangloss.
The work describes the abrupt cessation of this lifestyle, followed by Candide's slow, painful disillusionment
as he witnesses and experiences great hardships in the world. Voltaire concludes with Candide, if not
rejecting optimism outright, advocating a deeply practical precept, "we must cultivate our garden", in lieu of
the Leibnizian mantra of Pangloss, "all is for the best" in the "best of all possible worlds". Candide is
characterised by its sarcastic tone as well as by its erratic, fantastical and fast-moving plot. A picaresque
novel with a story similar to that of a more serious Bildungsroman, it parodies many adventure and romance
clichés, the struggles of which are caricatured in a tone that is mordantly matter-of-fact. Still, the events
discussed are often based on historical happenings, such as the Seven Years' War and the 1755 Lisbon
earthquake. As philosophers of Voltaire's day contended with the problem of evil, so too does Candide in
this short novel, albeit more directly and humorously. Voltaire ridicules religion, theologians, governments,
armies, philosophies, and philosophers through allegory; most conspicuously, he assaults Leibniz and his
optimism.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Bagwell:

Here thing why that Candide: By Voltaire - Illustrated are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or
not. Candide: By Voltaire - Illustrated giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Candide: By Voltaire - Illustrated. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in
your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Candide: By Voltaire - Illustrated in e-book can be your choice.

Regina Noble:

The particular book Candide: By Voltaire - Illustrated has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes
some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing
this book.

Edward Avelar:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Candide: By Voltaire - Illustrated, it is possible
to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Millard Espinoza:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Candide: By Voltaire - Illustrated to make your
own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and
studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the
guide Candide: By Voltaire - Illustrated can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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