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On May 8, 1902, on the Caribbean island of Martinique, the volcano Mount Pelée loosed the most terrifying
and lethal eruption of the twentieth century. In minutes, it killed 27,000 people and leveled the city of Saint-
Pierre. In La Catastrophe, Alwyn Scarth provides a gripping day-by-day and hour-by-hour account of this
devastating eruption, based primarily on chilling eyewitness accounts.
Scarth recounts how, for many days before the great eruption, a series of smaller eruptions spewed dust and
ash. Then came the eruption. A blinding flash lit up the sky. A tremendous cannonade roared out that was
heard in Venezuela. Then a scorching blast of superheated gas and ash shot straight down towards Saint-
Pierre, racing down at hundreds of miles an hour. This infernal avalanche of dark, billowing, reddish-violet
fumes, flashing lightning, ash and rocks, crashed and rolled headlong, destroying everything in its path--
public buildings, private homes, the town hall, the Grand Hotel. Temperatures inside the cloud reached 450
degrees Celsius. Virtually everyone in Saint-Pierre died within minutes. Scarth tells of many lucky escapes--
the ship Topaze left just hours before the eruption, a prisoner escaped death in solitary confinement. But
these were the fortunate few. An official delegation sent later that day by the mayor of Fort-de-France
reported total devastation--no quays, no trees, only shattered facades. Saint-Pierre was a smoldering ruin.
In the tradition of A Perfect Storm and Isaac's Storm, but on a much larger scale, La Catastrophe takes
readers inside the greatest volcanic eruption of the century and one of the most tragic natural disasters of all
time.
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From reader reviews:

Glen Hoffman:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve La Catastrophe: The Eruption of
Mount Pelee, the Worst Volcanic Disaster of the 20th Century will make you to become smarter. You can
feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that?
Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Leslie Jasso:

The ability that you get from La Catastrophe: The Eruption of Mount Pelee, the Worst Volcanic Disaster of
the 20th Century could be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you
get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but La Catastrophe: The
Eruption of Mount Pelee, the Worst Volcanic Disaster of the 20th Century giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who
read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this kind of La Catastrophe: The Eruption of Mount Pelee, the Worst
Volcanic Disaster of the 20th Century instantly.

Robert Auclair:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love La Catastrophe: The
Eruption of Mount Pelee, the Worst Volcanic Disaster of the 20th Century, it is possible to enjoy both. It is
great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Jeffrey Garner:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The La Catastrophe: The Eruption of Mount Pelee, the Worst Volcanic Disaster of



the 20th Century will give you a new experience in reading through a book.
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