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Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930, is the first book to explore fully the British obsession with
Gypsies throughout the nineteenth century and into the twentieth. Deborah Epstein Nord traces various
representations of Gypsies in the works of such well-known British authors John Clare, Walter Scott,
William Wordsworth, George Eliot, Arthur Conan Doyle, and D. H. Lawrence. Nord also exhumes lesser-
known literary, ethnographic, and historical texts, exploring the fascinating histories of nomadic writer
George Borrow, the Gypsy Lore Society, Dora Yates, and other rarely examined figures and institutions.

Gypsies were both idealized and reviled by Victorian and early-twentieth-century Britons. Associated with
primitive desires, lawlessness, cunning, and sexual excess, Gypsies were also objects of antiquarian, literary,
and anthropological interest. As Nord demonstrates, British writers and artists drew on Gypsy characters and
plots to redefine and reconstruct cultural and racial difference, national and personal identity, and the
individual's relationship to social and sexual orthodoxies. Gypsies were long associated with pastoral
conventions and, in the nineteenth century, came to stand in for the ancient British past. Using myths of
switched babies, Gypsy kidnappings, and the Gypsies' murky origins, authors projected onto Gypsies their
own desires to escape convention and their anxieties about the ambiguities of identity. The literary
representations that Nord examines have their roots in the interplay between the notion of Gypsies as a
separate, often despised race and the psychic or aesthetic desire to dissolve the boundary between English
and Gypsy worlds. By the beginning of the twentieth century, she argues, romantic identification with
Gypsies had hardened into caricature-a phenomenon reflected in D. H. Lawrence's The Virgin and the
Gipsy-and thoroughly obscured the reality of Gypsy life and history.
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From reader reviews:

Kyle Coffman:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-
1930 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Kevin Kennard:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Gypsies and the
British Imagination, 1807-1930 suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era.
The actual book untitled Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930is the main one of several books in
which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in
the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a
large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this
book.

Dennis Sellers:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a publication. The book Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930 it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high
quality.

Kenneth Cunningham:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Gypsies and the British Imagination,
1807-1930 to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it
and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and read it. Beside that the guide Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930 can to be your



brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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