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Are dreams merely odd things that happen to us at night, sometimes pleasant, sometimes terrifying, but not
to be taken too seriously? Is there any reason to think about them at all, other than in terms of questions such
as 'Why should Aunt Sarah turn into a bird and invite us all to dinner in her sycamore tree?"

In this witty and eminently readable book, Bert O. States rethinks both the meaning of dreams and the
relationship between dreaming and the telling of stories. Dreams constitute a private literature of the self, he
says, that?despite their seeming lack of order or structure?can help us to understand the very nature of shared
literature.

Observers have often pointed out narrative elements that are common to dreams and stories?including
"cinematic" visual techniques and such plot devices as reversals of fortune and paired villains and
antagonists. Drawing on current work in such fields as neurobiology, cognitive psychology, literary theory,
and dream theory, States asks whether dreaming and storytelling may share similar psychic processes as
well.

He first considers the bizarreness of dreams compared to the expected intelligibility of stories. He then
surveys a wide array of stories and reported dreams, focusing on them as narratives with varied beginnings
and endings, character functions, cause-and-effect relationships, archetypal structures, even generic
constraints. Turning to the question of intentionality, States addresses the perennially intriguing question of
whether dreams actually do have meanings, or whether we thrust meaning upon them.

Anyone interested in the poetics of imaginative experience?whether approached from the perspective of the
literary critic, the psychologist, or the psychoanalyst?will want to read Dreaming and Storytelling.
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From reader reviews:

William Medellin:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Dreaming and
Storytelling? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different
opinion?

Priscilla Jefferson:

The book Dreaming and Storytelling make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Dreaming and Storytelling to become
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or
all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a book Dreaming and Storytelling. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this publication?

Robert Beaubien:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Dreaming and Storytelling is kind of book
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Warren Bowers:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Dreaming and Storytelling can give you a lot of buddies because
by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Dreaming and Storytelling.
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