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Since early 2007 a new breed of combatants has appeared on the streets of Mogadishu and other towns in
Somalia: the 'Shabaab', or youth, the only self-proclaimed branch of al-Qaeda to have gained acceptance
(and praise) from Ayman al-Zawahiri and 'AQ centre' in Afghanistan. Itself an offshoot of the Islamic Courts
Union, which split in 2006, Shabaab has imposed Sharia law and is also heavily influenced by local clan
structures within Somalia itself. It remains an infamous and widely discussed, yet little-researched and
understood, Islamist group. Hansen's remarkable book attempts to go beyond the media headlines and
simplistic analyses based on alarmist or localist narratives and, by employing intensive field research
conducted within Somalia, as well as on the ground interviews with Shabaab leaders themselves, explores
the history of a remarkable organisation, one that has survived predictions of its collapse on several
occasions. Hansen portrays al-Shabaab as a hybrid Islamist organization that combines a strong streak of
Somali nationalism with the rhetorical obligations of international jihadism, thereby attracting a not
insignificant number of foreign fighters to its ranks. Both these strands of Shabaab have been inadvertently
boosted by Ethiopian, American and African Union attempts to defeat it militarily, all of which have come to
nought.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Campbell:

The book Al-Shabaab in Somalia: The History and Ideology of a Militant Islamist Group make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Al-Shabaab in Somalia: The History and Ideology of a Militant Islamist Group to become your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a e-book Al-Shabaab in Somalia: The
History and Ideology of a Militant Islamist Group. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

David Kane:

Al-Shabaab in Somalia: The History and Ideology of a Militant Islamist Group can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Al-
Shabaab in Somalia: The History and Ideology of a Militant Islamist Group yet doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one
of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Donald Link:

You could spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Al-Shabaab in Somalia: The History and
Ideology of a Militant Islamist Group is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Gabriel Badger:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Al-Shabaab in Somalia: The History and
Ideology of a Militant Islamist Group can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out
of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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