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Much controversy exists concerning Major General Benjamin F. Butler's administration in New Orleans
during the second year of the Civil War. Some historians have extolled the general as a great humanitarian,
while others have vilified him as a brazen opportunist, agreeing with the wealthy of occupied New Orleans
who labeled him "Beast" Butler. In this thorough examination of Butler's career in the Crescent City, Chester
G. Hearn reveals that both assessments are right.

As a criminal lawyer prior to entering politics, Butler learned two great lessons -- how to beat the rich and
powerful at their own game, and how to succeed as a felon without being caught. In New Orleans, Butler
drew on these lessons, visibly enjoying power, removing those who questioned his authority, and delighting
in defeating his opponents. Because of his remoteness from Washington, he was able to make up his own
rules as he went along, surrounding himself with trusted friends and family members who had no choice but
to keep his secrets lest they incriminate themselves.

Butler made every effort to humble the rich, who abhorred him and whose sordid characterizations of his
regime -- some true, some not -- became legendary. As Hearn explains, Butler's legacy of corruption clouded
many admirable aspects of his administration. He championed the poor, many of whom would have starved
had he not fed and employed them. He also established sanitation policies that helped rid the city of disease
and saved the lives of thousands of New Orleans' less-fortunate.

Vividly describing Butler's childhood and his political career before and after the war, Hearn deftly places
Butler's New Orleans reign in the context of his life. He also offers new information on Butler, including the
first investigation of his suspicious accumulation of great wealth late in life.

In a fast-paced, colorful narrative, Hearn shows Butler to be a fascinating case study of contradictions, a
remarkable man with a politician's appetite for wealth and power as well as a sincere empathy for the poor.
All Civil War historians and buffs will savor this riveting, insightful portrait of the man behind "the Beast."
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From reader reviews:

George Kirby:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this When the Devil Came Down to Dixie: Ben Butler in New Orleans.

Theresa Smith:

When the Devil Came Down to Dixie: Ben Butler in New Orleans can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing When the Devil Came Down to Dixie:
Ben Butler in New Orleans however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial pondering.

William Pettigrew:

The book untitled When the Devil Came Down to Dixie: Ben Butler in New Orleans contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by
famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice study.

Jeff Keenan:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This When the Devil Came Down to Dixie:
Ben Butler in New Orleans can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?
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