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The meaning of things is a study of the significance of material possessions in contemporary urban life, and
of the ways people carve meaning out of their domestic environment. Drawing on a survey of eighty families
in Chicago who were interviewed on the subject of their feelings about common household objects, Mihaly
Csikszentmihalyi and Eugene Rochberg-Halton provide a unique perspective on materialism, American
culture, and the self. They begin by reviewing what social scientists and philosophers have said about the
transactions between people and things. In the model of 'personhood' that the authors develop, goal-directed
action and the cultivation of meaning through signs assume central importance. They then relate theoretical
issues to the results of their survey. An important finding is the distinction between objects valued for action
and those valued for contemplation. The authors compare families who have warm emotional attachments to
their homes with those in which a common set of positive meanings is lacking, and interpret the different
patterns of involvement. They then trace the cultivation of meaning in case studies of four families. Finally,
the authors address what they describe as the current crisis of environmental and material exploitation, and
suggest that human capacities for the creation and redirection of meaning offer the only hope for survival. A
wide range of scholars - urban and family sociologists, clinical, developmental and environmental
psychologists, cultural anthropologists and philosophers, and many general readers - will find this book
stimulating and compelling.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Musick:

This The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self book is just not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. This specific The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self without we recognize teach the
one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Meaning of
Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This The Meaning of Things: Domestic
Symbols and the Self having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Daniel Soderquist:

Precisely why? Because this The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols and the Self is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes
the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Michael Marx:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols
and the Self, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Bessie Scudder:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Meaning of Things:
Domestic Symbols and the Self that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the



geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick The Meaning of Things: Domestic Symbols
and the Self become your starter.
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