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A prize-winning historian tells a new story of the black experience in America through the life of a
mysterious entrepreneur.

To his contemporaries in Gilded Age Manhattan, Guillermo Eliseo was a fantastically wealthy Mexican, the
proud owner of a luxury apartment overlooking Central Park, a busy Wall Street office, and scores of mines
and haciendas in Mexico. But for all his obvious riches and his elegant appearance, Eliseo was also the
possessor of a devastating secret: he was not, in fact, from Mexico at all. Rather, he had begun life as a slave
named William Ellis, born on a cotton plantation in southern Texas during the waning years of King Cotton.

After emancipation, Ellis, capitalizing on the Spanish he learned during his childhood along the Mexican
border and his ambivalent appearance, engaged in a virtuoso act of reinvention. He crafted an alter ego, the
Mexican Guillermo Eliseo, who was able to access many of the privileges denied to African Americans at
the time: traveling in first-class train berths, staying in upscale hotels, and eating in the finest restaurants.

Eliseo’s success in crossing the color line, however, brought heightened scrutiny in its wake as he became
the intimate of political and business leaders on both sides of the US-Mexico border. Ellis, unlike many
passers, maintained a connection to his family and to black politics that also raised awkward questions about
his racial status. Yet such was Ellis’s skill in manipulating his era’s racial codes, most of the whites he
encountered continued to insist that he must be Hispanic even as Ellis became embroiled in scandals that
hinted the man known as Guillermo Eliseo was not quite who he claimed to be.

The Strange Career of William Ellis reads like a novel but offers fresh insights on the history of the
Reconstruction era, the US-Mexico border, and the abiding riddle of race. At a moment when the United
States is deepening its connections with Latin America and recognizing that race is more than simply black
or white, Ellis’s story could not be more timely or important.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sims:

This The Strange Career of William Ellis: The Texas Slave Who Became a Mexican Millionaire book is not
really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this
book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Strange Career of William Ellis: The
Texas Slave Who Became a Mexican Millionaire without we realize teach the one who reading it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Strange Career of William Ellis: The
Texas Slave Who Became a Mexican Millionaire can bring if you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This The Strange
Career of William Ellis: The Texas Slave Who Became a Mexican Millionaire having great arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Louise Hacker:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
to your account is The Strange Career of William Ellis: The Texas Slave Who Became a Mexican
Millionaire this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book
was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is
why this book ideal all of you.

Nicole Reagan:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular The Strange Career of William Ellis: The Texas
Slave Who Became a Mexican Millionaire can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering
this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have The
Strange Career of William Ellis: The Texas Slave Who Became a Mexican Millionaire.

John Yates:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library.



They go to there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Strange Career of William Ellis: The Texas Slave Who
Became a Mexican Millionaire can make you really feel more interested to read.
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