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Most Americans imagine the Civil War in terms of clear and defined boundaries of freedom and slavery: a
straightforward division between the slave states of Kentucky and Missouri and the free states of Illinois,
Indiana, Ohio, and Kansas. However, residents of these western border states, Abraham Lincoln's home
region, had far more ambiguous identities-and contested political loyalties-than we commonly assume.

In The Rivers Ran Backward, Christopher Phillips sheds light on the fluid political cultures of the "Middle
Border" states during the Civil War era. Far from forming a fixed and static boundary between the North and
South, the border states experienced fierce internal conflicts over their political and social loyalties. White
supremacy and widespread support for the existence of slavery pervaded the "free" states of Ohio, Indiana,
and Illinois, which had much closer economic and cultural ties to the South, while those in Kentucky and
Missouri held little identification with the South except over slavery. Debates raged at every level, from the
individual to the state, in parlors, churches, schools, and public meeting places, among families, neighbors,
and friends. Ultimately, the pervasive violence of the Civil War and the cultural politics that raged in its
aftermath proved to be the strongest determining factor in shaping these states' regional identities, leaving an
indelible imprint on the way in which Americans think of themselves and others in the nation.

The Rivers Ran Backward reveals the complex history of the western border states as they struggled with
questions of nationalism, racial politics, secession, neutrality, loyalty, and even place-as the Civil War tore
the nation, and themselves, apart. In this major work, Phillips shows that the Civil War was more than a
conflict pitting the North against the South, but one within the West that permanently reshaped American
regions.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Guyer:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Rivers Ran Backward: The Civil War and the
Remaking of the American Middle Border as your daily resource information.

Kermit Diaz:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually The Rivers Ran Backward: The Civil War and the Remaking of the American Middle Border.

Debbie Jackson:

The Rivers Ran Backward: The Civil War and the Remaking of the American Middle Border can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing The Rivers Ran Backward: The Civil War and the Remaking of the American Middle Border
nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely
new stage of crucial imagining.

Travis Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Rivers Ran Backward: The Civil
War and the Remaking of the American Middle Border.
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