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Our government is failing us. From health care to immigration, from the tax code to climate change, our
political institutions cannot deal effectively with the challenges of modern society. Why the dysfunction?
Contemporary reformers single out the usual suspects, including polarization and the rise in campaign
spending. But what if the roots go much deeper, to the nation’s founding?

In Relic, William Howell and Terry Moe point to the Constitution as the main culprit. The framers designed
the Constitution some 225 years ago for a simple agrarian society. But the form of government they settled
upon, a separation of powers system with a parochial Congress at its center, is entirely ill-equipped to
address the serious social problems that arise in a complex, post-industrial nation. We are prisoners of the
past, burdened with an antiquated government that cannot make effective policy, and often cannot do
anything at all.

The solution is to update the Constitution for modern times. This can be accomplished, Howell and Moe
argue, through reforms that push Congress and all its pathologies to the periphery of the lawmaking process,
and bring presidents--whose concern for legacy drives them to seek coherent policy solutions--to the center
of decision making. As Howell and Moe reveal, the key to effective government for modern America is a
more powerful presidency.

Relic is a bold, provocative, and essential book for our era of political dysfunction and popular despair. It
sheds new light on what is wrong with our government and what can be done about it, challenging us to
reconsider the very foundation of the American experiment.
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From reader reviews:

William Harris:

The book Relic: How Our Constitution Undermines Effective Government--and Why We Need a More
Powerful Presidency can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Relic: How Our Constitution Undermines
Effective Government--and Why We Need a More Powerful Presidency? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Relic: How Our Constitution Undermines Effective Government--
and Why We Need a More Powerful Presidency has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

George Marsh:

Often the book Relic: How Our Constitution Undermines Effective Government--and Why We Need a More
Powerful Presidency will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book
Relic: How Our Constitution Undermines Effective Government--and Why We Need a More Powerful
Presidency is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you
can more easily to read the book.

Bernadine Parker:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time coming
to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is definitely
Relic: How Our Constitution Undermines Effective Government--and Why We Need a More Powerful
Presidency.

Jennifer Knott:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Relic: How Our Constitution
Undermines Effective Government--and Why We Need a More Powerful Presidency or even others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Relic: How



Our Constitution Undermines Effective Government--and Why We Need a More Powerful Presidency to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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