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How does the government or a business plan for an unimaginable disaster-a meltdown at a nuclear power
plant, a gigantic oil spill, or a nuclear attack? Lee Clarke examines actual attempts to "prepare" for these
catastrophes and finds that the policies adopted by corporations and government agencies are fundamentally
rhetorical: the plans have no chance to succeed, yet they serve both the organizations and the public as
symbols of control, order, and stability. These "fantasy documents" attempt to inspire confidence in
organizations, but for Clarke they are disturbing persuasions, soothing our perception that we ultimately
cannot control our own technological advances.

For example, Clarke studies corporations' plans for cleaning up oil spills in Prince William Sound prior to
the Exxon Valdez debacle, and he finds that the accepted strategies were not just unrealistic but completely
untenable. Although different organizations were required to have a cleanup plan for huge spills in the
sound, a really massive spill was unprecedented, and the accepted policy was little more than a patchwork of
guesses based on (mostly unsuccessful) cleanups after smaller accidents.

While we are increasingly skeptical of big organizations, we still have no choice but to depend on them for
protection from large-scale disasters. We expect their specialists to tell the truth, and yet, as Clarke points
out, reassuring rhetoric (under the guise of expert prediction) may have no basis in fact or truth because no
such basis is attainable.

In uncovering the dangers of planning when implementation is a fantasy, Clarke concludes that society
would be safer, smarter, and fairer if organizations could admit their limitations.
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From reader reviews:

Myron Abbott:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Mission Improbable:
Using Fantasy Documents to Tame Disaster. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can
look for the internet options or other social media.

Brenda Robert:

This Mission Improbable: Using Fantasy Documents to Tame Disaster is great book for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Mission Improbable: Using Fantasy Documents to Tame Disaster in your hand like finding the world
in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world
with ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

David Baxter:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the
top collection in your reading list is usually Mission Improbable: Using Fantasy Documents to Tame
Disaster. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Rosa Felton:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Mission Improbable: Using Fantasy Documents to Tame Disaster. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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