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Reveals the sophisticated design of Rum?’s Mathnaw?, showing that this seemingly unstructured work both
describes and functions as spiritual training.

This landmark book reveals the structure of Rum?’s thirteenth-century classic, the Mathnaw?. A beloved
collection of 25,000 picturesque, alliterative verses full of anecdotes and parables on what appear to be
loosely connected themes, the Mathnaw? presents itself as spontaneous and unplanned. However, as Seyed
Ghahreman Safavi and Simon Weightman demonstrate, the work has a sophisticated design that deliberately
hides the spiritual so that readers, as seekers, have to find it for themselves—it is not only about spiritual
training, it is spiritual training. Along with a full synoptic reading of the whole of Book One, the authors
provide material on Rum?’s life, his religious position, and his literary antecedents. Safavi and Weightman
have provided readers, students, and scholars with a valuable resource: the guide that they wished they had
had prior to their own reading of this great spiritual classic.

“This is possibly the best explanation of the significance of the entire work ever written, certainly so in
English. The authors bring out dimensions of the ornate and sophisticated structure of the Mathnaw?, of
which other authors have had at best only inklings.” — William C. Chittick, author of The Sufi Doctrine of
Rum?

Seyed Ghahreman Safavi is Research Associate of Art at the School of Oriental and African Studies, the
University of London, and Director of the London Academy of Iranian Studies. He is the author of The
Structure of Rum?’s Mathnaw?: New Interpretation of the Mathnaw? as a Book for Love and Peace.

Simon Weightman is Former Head of the Department of the Study of Religions at the School of Oriental and
African Studies, the University of London. He is the coauthor (with Rupert Snell) of Hindi.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Elam:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Rumi's Mystical Design: Reading the Mathnawi, Book One (SUNY
series in Islam). Try to stumble through book Rumi's Mystical Design: Reading the Mathnawi, Book One
(SUNY series in Islam) as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Robert Pinkerton:

Rumi's Mystical Design: Reading the Mathnawi, Book One (SUNY series in Islam) can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Rumi's Mystical Design: Reading the Mathnawi, Book One (SUNY series in Islam) but doesn't forget the
main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Kathy Donnelly:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Rumi's Mystical Design: Reading the Mathnawi,
Book One (SUNY series in Islam) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Richard Plummer:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Rumi's
Mystical Design: Reading the Mathnawi, Book One (SUNY series in Islam).
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