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Few presidential couples enjoyed a closer relationship in the White House than Will and Nellie Taft.
Throughout William Howard Taft's rise in American politics, she had been his most intimate confidant.
When circumstances separated them, as when Helen Herron Taft became incapacitated by a stroke and was
unable to accompany the president on his storied travels—or was herself on recuperative trips—she pressed
him for letters, and he obliged with gossipy correspondence that provides a fascinating account of his
presidency at decisive moments in his single term.

These 113 letters, all but a few never before published, represent a rare glimpse into the mind of a chief
executive speaking candidly about individuals and issues. In them, Taft commented on political issues he
encountered and decisions he made-as well as his growing disillusion with Theodore Roosevelt, his
unhappiness with Congress, and his struggles with his weight and golf score. Breathing new life into a
bygone era in all of its complexity and humanity, they also open a new window on Washington early in the
twentieth century—providing Taft's reactions not only to social figures of the Progressive Era but also to the
impact of innovations like the automobile and rudimentary air conditioning.

Sometimes indiscreet and frustrated with his political prospects, Taft comes through as a man who worked
hard at a job for which he was not well suited. Indeed, Taft has been written off as a failed chief executive
who was pushed into office by his wife; yet, as he insisted to Nellie, he was a creditable chief executive
confronted with a changing political environment. Taft's letters may not warrant calling him a great
president, but they reveal a more thoughtful occupant of the White House than scholars have acknowledged.

Other than those that Harry Truman wrote to Bess, there is no comparable archive of modern presidential
letters to a spouse that equals the letters to "Dearest Nellie" that Will Taft sent. Edited and introduced by a
leading historian of the Progressive Era, Taft's letters not only reveal the inner workings of a presidency at
decisive moments but also humanize a chief executive to whom history has been less than kind.
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From reader reviews:

Earline Martin:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question due to
the fact just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular My Dearest Nellie: The Letters of
William Howard Taft to Helen Herron Taft, 1909-1912 to read.

Bertha Underwood:

This My Dearest Nellie: The Letters of William Howard Taft to Helen Herron Taft, 1909-1912 book is just
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this
book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper
you read a lot of information you will get. That My Dearest Nellie: The Letters of William Howard Taft to
Helen Herron Taft, 1909-1912 without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry My Dearest Nellie: The Letters of William Howard Taft to
Helen Herron Taft, 1909-1912 can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to
be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This My Dearest Nellie: The Letters
of William Howard Taft to Helen Herron Taft, 1909-1912 having good arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Lou Whisenhunt:

You will get this My Dearest Nellie: The Letters of William Howard Taft to Helen Herron Taft, 1909-1912
by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try
to choose proper ways for you.

Thomas Baxter:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. With the book My Dearest Nellie: The Letters of William Howard Taft to Helen Herron Taft,
1909-1912 we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person



must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life with that book My Dearest Nellie: The Letters of William Howard Taft to Helen
Herron Taft, 1909-1912. You can more inviting than now.
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