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In the wake of the 2004 election, pundits were shocked at exit polling that showed that 22% of voters
thought 'moral values' was the most important issue at stake. People on both sides of the political divide
believed this was the key to victory for George W. Bush, who professes a deep and abiding faith in God.
While some fervent Bush supporters see him as a man chosen by God for the White House, opponents see
his overt commitment to Christianity as a dangerous and unprecedented bridging of the gap between church
and state.

In fact, Gary Scott Smith shows, none of this is new. Religion has been a major part of the presidency since
George Washington's first inaugural address. Despite the mounting interest in the role of religion in
American public life, we actually know remarkably little about the faith of our presidents. Was Thomas
Jefferson an atheist, as his political opponents charged? What role did Lincoln's religious views play in his
handling of slavery and the Civil War? How did born-again Southern Baptist Jimmy Carter lose the support
of many evangelicals? Was George W. Bush, as his critics often claimed, a captive of the religious right? In
this fascinating book, Smith answers these questions and many more. He takes a sweeping look at the role
religion has played in presidential politics and policies. Drawing on extensive archival research, Smith paints
compelling portraits of the religious lives and presidencies of eleven chief executives for whom religion was
particularly important. Faith and the Presidency meticulously examines what each of its subjects believed
and how those beliefs shaped their presidencies and, in turn, the course of our history.
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From reader reviews:

Olga Noone:

The book Faith and the Presidency From George Washington to George W. Bush make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Faith and the Presidency From George Washington to George W. Bush to get your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a book Faith and the Presidency
From George Washington to George W. Bush. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Michael Albin:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Faith and the Presidency From George
Washington to George W. Bush had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Faith and the Presidency From George
Washington to George W. Bush is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while
using book Faith and the Presidency From George Washington to George W. Bush. You never sense lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Johnny Rogowski:

This Faith and the Presidency From George Washington to George W. Bush book is just not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. This kind of Faith and the Presidency From George Washington to George W. Bush without we
recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry
Faith and the Presidency From George Washington to George W. Bush can bring once you are and not make
your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
phone. This Faith and the Presidency From George Washington to George W. Bush having fine arrangement
in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Luis Herrick:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you



have the unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Faith and the Presidency From George
Washington to George W. Bush as the daily resource information.
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