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From Captain John Smith's description of his visit to a native village in 1608 to Major Carrie Acree's letter
from Iraq in 2004, American Christmases offers firsthand impressions of the Christmas season as told in
letters, journals, memoirs, newspaper articles, poems, songs, and advertisements.

Passages from well-known people include Daniel Boone describing his Christmas as an Indian captive in
1769; George Washington begging for congressional assistance for his starving Continental Army troops at
Christmas in 1777; F. W. Woolworth conveying how he guessed wrong about the popularity of German
Christmas tree ornaments; Helen Keller experiencing her first Christmas with teacher Anne Sullivan in 1887;
Edith Wharton writing about a 1905 Christmas party at George Vanderbilt's North Carolina estate; and
Secret Service agent Edmund Starling telling about President Woodrow Wilson's secret Christmas
honeymoon.

However, some of the most moving entries come from ordinary people. Kate Cumming of Mobile, Alabama,
writes of the Christmas she spent in 1862 with the Confederate Army of Tennessee's medical service. Hinda
Satt, whose Jewish family emigrated from Poland, describes her first Christmas party at Jane Addams's Hull
House in Chicago. Inez McDonald, who served with the Army Nurse Corps, tells of a treasured handmade
Christmas card she kept during her imprisonment in a Bataan internment camp in 1943. Father Paul
O'Connor, a Jesuit missionary in Alaska, remembers a special Christmas gift he gave to an "Eskimo lass of
ten" in 1945. Army Specialist Don Odom describes a surreal experience in the Saudi Arabian desert during
Operation Desert Storm at Christmas in 1990.

By reading these 250 entries, you'll see how the role of Santa Claus has changed through the centuries, how
the Christmas tree became a symbol of the season, and how America's celebration of Christmas has evolved
over 400 years.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Miller:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to
answer that question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific American
Christmases: Firsthand Accounts of Holiday Happenings from Early Days to Modern Times to read.

Jimmy Maiden:

Typically the book American Christmases: Firsthand Accounts of Holiday Happenings from Early Days to
Modern Times will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to
you. The book American Christmases: Firsthand Accounts of Holiday Happenings from Early Days to
Modern Times is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Billy Anderson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love American Christmases: Firsthand Accounts of Holiday
Happenings from Early Days to Modern Times, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you
still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Susan Douglas:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by
book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is American Christmases: Firsthand
Accounts of Holiday Happenings from Early Days to Modern Times.
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