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The Return of the Omniscient Narrator: Authorship and Authority in Twenty-First Century Fiction by Paul
Dawson argues that the omniscient narrator, long considered a relic of the eighteenth- and nineteenth-century
novel, has reemerged as an important feature of contemporary British and American literary fiction. It further
argues that the development of contemporary omniscience can be situated in relation to ongoing anxieties
about the novel’s decline of cultural authority in the age of digital media. In this context the book identifies
and classifies new modes of omniscient narration that are neither nostalgic revivals nor parodic critiques of
classic omniscience, but the result of experimentations with narrative voice in the wake of postmodern
fiction.
 
To address this phenomenon, the book reformulates existing definitions of literary omniscience, shifting
attention away from questions of narratorial knowledge and toward omniscient narration as a rhetorical
performance of narrative authority that invokes and projects a historically specific figure of authorship.
Through a study of fiction by authors such as Zadie Smith, Jonathan Franzen, Richard Powers, Martin Amis,
Rick Moody, Edward P. Jones, and Nicola Barker, the book analyzes how the conventional narrative
authority of omniscient narrators is parlayed into claims for the cultural authority of authors and of the novel
itself.
 
In the course of its investigation, The Return of the Omniscient Narrator engages with major movements in
narrative theory—rhetorical, cognitive, and feminist—to challenge and reconsider many key narratological
categories, including Free Indirect Discourse, the relation between voice and focalization, and the narrative
communication model. This challenge is framed by an argument for a discursive approach to narrative
fiction that addresses the neglect of authorship in narrative theory.
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From reader reviews:

Samantha Flowers:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The
Return of the Omniscient Narrator: Authorship and Authority in Twenty-First Century Fiction (THEORY
INTERPRETATION NARRATIV), you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Jason Serrano:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
every day to reading a e-book. The book The Return of the Omniscient Narrator: Authorship and Authority
in Twenty-First Century Fiction (THEORY INTERPRETATION NARRATIV) it is very good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Charlsie Sprouse:

The Return of the Omniscient Narrator: Authorship and Authority in Twenty-First Century Fiction
(THEORY INTERPRETATION NARRATIV) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing The Return of the Omniscient
Narrator: Authorship and Authority in Twenty-First Century Fiction (THEORY INTERPRETATION
NARRATIV) but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial pondering.

Dawn Brown:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may



doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer may be The Return of the Omniscient Narrator: Authorship and Authority in
Twenty-First Century Fiction (THEORY INTERPRETATION NARRATIV) why because the excellent
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content
is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up
this book.
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