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Hearths of Darkness: The Family in the American Horror Film traces the origins of the 1970s family horror
subgenre to certain aspects of American culture and classical Hollywood cinema. Far from being an
ephemeral and short-lived genre, horror actually relates to many facets of American history from its
beginnings to the present day. Individual chapters examine aspects of the genre, its roots in the Universal
horror films of the 1930s, the Val Lewton RKO unit of the 1940s, and the crucial role of Alfred Hitchcock as
the father of the modern American horror film.

Subsequent chapters investigate the key works of the 1970s by directors such as Larry Cohen, George A.
Romero, Brian De Palma, Wes Craven, and Tobe Hooper, revealing the distinctive nature of films such as
Bone, It’s Alive, God Told Me To, Carrie, The Exorcist, Exorcist 2, The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, as well
as the contributions of such writers as Stephen King. Williams also studies the slasher films of the 1980s and
1990s, such as the Friday the 13th series, Halloween, the remake of The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, and
Nightmare on Elm Street, exploring their failure to improve on the radical achievements of the films of the
1970s.

After covering some post-1970s films, such as The Shining, the book concludes with a new postscript
examining neglected films of the twentieth and early twenty-first century. Despite the overall decline in the
American horror film, Williams determines that, far from being dead, the family horror film is still with us.
Elements of family horror even appear in modern television series such as The Sopranos. This updated
edition also includes a new introduction.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Leopard:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Hearths of Darkness: The Family in the American Horror
Film, Updated Edition. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important any book Hearths of Darkness: The Family in the American Horror Film, Updated Edition.
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end
up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested
to go to the library. Let's read.

Betty Hood:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Hearths of
Darkness: The Family in the American Horror Film, Updated Edition suitable to you? The particular book
was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Hearths of Darkness: The Family in
the American Horror Film, Updated Editionis one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore
all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Fred Peterson:

The publication untitled Hearths of Darkness: The Family in the American Horror Film, Updated Edition is
the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share
to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Hearths of Darkness: The
Family in the American Horror Film, Updated Edition from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.

Eun Christensen:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Hearths of Darkness: The Family in
the American Horror Film, Updated Edition is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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