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Marprelate, Milton, Marvell, and Swift are among the best prose satirists in a remarkably rich literary era.
Focusing on these key figures, ‘Betwixt Jest and Earnest’ examines the theory and practice of religious prose
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Recognizing the difficulties inherent in attempting to transform
unimaginative animadversion into effective satire, it analyses the ways in which Marprelate’s tracts, Milton’s
anti-prelatical satires, Marvell’s The Rehearsal Transpros’d, and Swift’s A Tale of a Tub variously resolve
the decorum of religious satire.

Although the study is not specifically an intellectual history or a rigid definition of religious attitudes
towards jest, it does bring together basic symptoms of altering sensibilities in the period. Marprelate, Milton,
Marvell, and Swift represent diverse religious dispositions, but they share a similar satiric vision. Each
recognizes the central importance of manner, and all develop dramatic satire heavily dependent on character,
an emphasis which often displaces the immediate issues contested, but never obscures the larger concerns the
satirists pursue. Their preoccupations with the nature of tradition, their emphasis on the self, and their
sensitivity to language reflect similar involvements in questions of certainty and absolutism. The virtues and
abuses they find in such central questions are not unique to them or their time, but their emphases are, for
they wrote in an age in which sensitive men could confront revolution and reaction with an assurance not
easily attainable once that era had passed. 
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From reader reviews:

Aline Moran:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Betwixt Jest and Earnest: Marprelate, Milton, Marvell, Swift & the
Decorum of Religious Ridicule (Heritage). Try to stumble through book Betwixt Jest and Earnest:
Marprelate, Milton, Marvell, Swift & the Decorum of Religious Ridicule (Heritage) as your buddy. It means
that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

David Long:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Betwixt Jest and Earnest: Marprelate,
Milton, Marvell, Swift & the Decorum of Religious Ridicule (Heritage), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very
good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Thomas Garcia:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Betwixt Jest and Earnest: Marprelate, Milton, Marvell, Swift & the
Decorum of Religious Ridicule (Heritage) this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this
world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value
to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why
this book suited all of you.

Latashia Bartlett:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
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