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American newspapers have faced competition from new media for over ninety years. Today digital media
challenge the printed word. In the 1920s, broadcast radio was the threatening upstart. At the time, newspaper
publishers of all sizes turned threat into opportunity by establishing their own stations. Many, such as the
Chicago Tribune's WGN, are still in operation. By 1940 newspapers owned 30 percent of America's radio
stations. This new type of enterprise, the multimedia corporation, troubled those who feared its power to
control the flow of news and information. In Sound Business, historian Michael Stamm traces how these
corporations and their critics reshaped the ways Americans received the news.

Stamm is attuned to a neglected aspect of U.S. media history: the role newspaper owners played in
communications from the dawn of radio to the rise of television. Drawing on a wide array of primary
sources, he recounts the controversies surrounding joint newspaper and radio operations. These companies
capitalized on synergies between print and broadcast production. As their advertising revenue grew, so did
concern over their concentrated influence. Federal policymakers, especially during the New Deal, responded
to widespread concerns about the consequences of media consolidation by seeking to limit and even ban
cross ownership. The debates between corporations, policymakers, and critics over how to regulate these
new kinds of media businesses ultimately structured the channels of information distribution in the United
States and determined who would control the institutions undergirding American society and politics.

Sound Business is a timely examination of the connections between media ownership, content, and
distribution, one that both expands our understanding of mid-twentieth-century America and offers lessons
for the digital age.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Dudley:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the information about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this
Sound Business: Newspapers, Radio, and the Politics of New Media (American Business, Politics, and
Society).

Hugo Mann:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
will be Sound Business: Newspapers, Radio, and the Politics of New Media (American Business, Politics,
and Society).

Deborah Wilkerson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Sound Business: Newspapers,
Radio, and the Politics of New Media (American Business, Politics, and Society) that give your fun
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick
Sound Business: Newspapers, Radio, and the Politics of New Media (American Business, Politics, and
Society) become your own starter.

Beverly McClendon:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This reserve Sound Business: Newspapers, Radio, and the Politics of New Media
(American Business, Politics, and Society) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add



your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some
sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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