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Long before Betty Friedan wrote about "the problem that had no name" in The Feminine Mystique, a group
of American feminists whose leaders included Melusina Fay Peirce, Mary Livermore, and Charlotte Perkins
Gilman campaigned against women's isolation in the home and confinement to domestic life as the basic
cause of their unequal position in society.The Grand Domestic Revolution reveals the innovative plans and
visionary strategies of these persistent women, who developed the theory and practice of what Hayden calls
"material feminism" in pursuit of economic independence and social equality. The material feminists'
ambitious goals of socialized housework and child care meant revolutionizing the American home and
creating community services. They raised fundamental questions about the relationship of men, women, and
children in industrial society. Hayden analyzes the utopian and pragmatic sources of the feminists' programs
for domestic reorganization and the conflicts over class, race, and gender they encountered.This history of a
little-known intellectual tradition challenging patriarchal notions of "women's place" and "women's work"
offers a new interpretation of the history of American feminism and a new interpretation of the history of
American housing and urban design. Hayden shows how the material feminists' political ideology led them
to design physical space to create housewives' cooperatives, kitchenless houses, day-care centers, public
kitchens, and community dining halls. In their insistence that women be paid for domestic labor, the material
feminists won the support of many suffragists and of novelists such as Edward Bellamy and William Dean
Howells, who helped popularize their cause. Ebenezer Howard, Rudolph Schindler, and Lewis Mumford
were among the many progressive architects and planners who promoted the reorganization of housing and
neighborhoods around the needs of employed women.In reevaluating these early feminist plans for the
environmental and economic transformation of American society and in recording the vigorous and many-
sided arguments that evolved around the issues they raised, Hayden brings to light basic economic and
spacial contradictions which outdated forms of housing and inadequate community services still create for
American women and for their families.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Sorenson:

This The Grand Domestic Revolution: A History of Feminist Designs for American Homes, Neighborhoods
and Cities are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
The Grand Domestic Revolution: A History of Feminist Designs for American Homes, Neighborhoods and
Cities can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book
will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this The Grand Domestic Revolution: A History of Feminist Designs for American
Homes, Neighborhoods and Cities forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Kristen Mazur:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Grand Domestic Revolution: A History of Feminist Designs for American Homes,
Neighborhoods and Cities your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication
then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The The Grand Domestic
Revolution: A History of Feminist Designs for American Homes, Neighborhoods and Cities giving you one
more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this
era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you
are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Paul Hardy:

The Grand Domestic Revolution: A History of Feminist Designs for American Homes, Neighborhoods and
Cities can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because
this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Grand Domestic Revolution: A History of Feminist
Designs for American Homes, Neighborhoods and Cities but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader
the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Michael Palmateer:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information



originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just in search of the The Grand Domestic Revolution: A History of Feminist Designs for American
Homes, Neighborhoods and Cities when you desired it?
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