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Landmarks of the human spirit

“Emphasizes the importance of many Spanish Colonial sites and puts them in context with American
History.”—Donald A. Crichlow, architect

Red-ochre burial mounds, mysterious artifacts in ponds, giant circles carved in limestone, Spanish mission
chapels, frontier houses of worship, gothic cathedrals, courthouses, post offices: eight thousand years of
Floridians’ lives can be experienced through the state’s human-made environment.
         
A sweeping saga of Florida’s built landscape from 6000 b.c. to the present, Heart and Soul of Florida begins
with pre-Columbian archaeological sites. Architectural historian Elsbeth Gordon re-creates the original
atmosphere of many such ancient places. These burial and worship arrangements serve as printed
watermarks of Native American traditions, grounding Florida’s identity as time passes.
         
Spanish Colonial architecture provides Florida with a second important layer of cultural history. This book is
filled with accounts of remarkable architectural activity from this period: it tells the story of the Spanish
mission of Nombre de Dios (1580–1793) and compares the Spanish Royal Ordinances of 1573 with the town
plan of St. Augustine today. Photographs, drawings, and maps make these tales even more absorbing and
tangible.
         
Ending with Florida’s exciting pioneering and dynamic entrepreneurial era, Florida’s newest era, Gordon
provides a much-needed broad synthesis of Florida’s rich architectural heritage. She expands the definition
of “sacred space” by including preserved historic civic buildings, like the State Capitol, to fully examine the
multitude of places that nurture the spirits of Florida’s people.
         
Gordon inspires the general and professional public to see Florida’s built environment as a rich continuum of
history and identity that shaped and continues to impact Florida’s culture—from the mundane to the
transcendent. These humanizing places, many of which endure permanently in the landscape, represent an
“architecture of the soul.”
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Searcy:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because
just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on guardería until university need this kind of Heart and Soul of Florida: Sacred Sites and Historic
Architecture to read.

Della Bailey:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Heart and Soul of
Florida: Sacred Sites and Historic Architecture is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Rachel Cady:

The knowledge that you get from Heart and Soul of Florida: Sacred Sites and Historic Architecture is the
more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Heart and Soul of Florida: Sacred Sites and Historic
Architecture giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can
be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Heart
and Soul of Florida: Sacred Sites and Historic Architecture instantly.

Lola Behrendt:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Heart and Soul of Florida: Sacred Sites and Historic
Architecture as your daily resource information.
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