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Like many UK cities Birmingham was heavily bombed during the Second World War and as with so many
bombed British cities, and many un-bombed ones that jumped on to the re-planning bandwagon, there was a
clear imperative to reconstruct. But Birmingham was atypical in how it went about this. The city had begun
planning in the mid-1930s, principally to replace vast quantities of slum housing – and there had been
suggestions about ring roads even from the time of the First World War. So plans were available virtually
ready to go, and were approved by a private Act of Parliament in 1946.

Yet within Birmingham there were individuals and organisations with a great interest and influence in
planning matters. This followed a significant and long-standing local tradition from the Chamberlain family
to Nettlefold’s pioneering work on planning and housing at the start of the twentieth century. Prominent
amongst these was the Cadbury family and the Bournville Village Trust, and one of its immediate responses
to bomb damage was the book, When We Build Again.

This was immediately influential in several respects, as contemporary reviews and ongoing citations
demonstrate. It highlighted some less-palatable truths about conditions in the city and more widely, with
ideas about what might be done. To modern eyes some of these are radical – for example the wholesale
redevelopment of the Jewellery Quarter – an area which was recently proposed for World Heritage status.
The origins of the derided post-war comprehensive clearance approach lie in these papers. Further, it used
innovative and striking graphics to communicate statistical information to lay readers, including the use of 
striking photography of places and, particularly, people.

Also included in this volume is a facsimile of a second Bournville Trust publication from 1955, Birmingham
- Fifty Years On. This less famous but equally important publication grew from a frustration at the slow pace
of post-war reconstruction, and envisaged what the city would look like half a century later.
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From reader reviews:

James Brown:

The book untitled When We Build Again (Studies in International Planning History) is the e-book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The
language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of When We Build Again (Studies in International Planning
History) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Mac Cutter:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a book. The book When We Build Again (Studies in International Planning History) it
is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book features high quality.

Steven Perez:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This When We Build Again (Studies in
International Planning History) is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Marvin Ober:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One
of many books in the top listing in your reading list is When We Build Again (Studies in International
Planning History). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to
be precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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