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As Nixon's unpopularity increased during Watergate, his nose and jowls grew to impossible proportions in
published caricatures. Yet the caricatures remained instantly recognizable. Caricatures can even be
superportraits, with the paradoxical quality of being more like the face than the face itself.
How can we recognize such distorted images? Do caricatures derive their power from some special property
of a face recognition system or from some more general property of recognition systems? What kind of
mental representations and recognition processes make caricatures so effective? What can the power of
caricatures tell us about recognition?
In seeking to answer these questions, the author assembles clues from a variety of sources: the invention and
development of caricatures by artists, the exploitation of extreme signals in animal communication systems,
and studies of how humans, other animals and connectionist recognition systems respond to caricatures.
Several conclusions emerge. The power of caricatures is ubiquitous. Caricatures can be superportraits for
humans, other animals and computer recognition systems. They are effective for a variety of stimuli, not just
faces. They are effective whether objects are mentally represented as deviations from a norm or average
member of the class, or as absolute feature values on a set of dimensions. Exaggeration of crucial norm-
deviation features, distinctiveness, and resemblance to caricatured memory traces are all potential sources of
the power of caricature.
Superportraits will be of interest to students of cognitive psychology, perception, the visual arts and animal
behavior.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Clark:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Superportraits: Caricatures and Recognition. Try to make book
Superportraits: Caricatures and Recognition as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when
you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So ,
let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Alma Saunders:

The book Superportraits: Caricatures and Recognition can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Superportraits:
Caricatures and Recognition? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book Superportraits: Caricatures and Recognition has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Vickie Flores:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their
can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from
on guardería until university need this kind of Superportraits: Caricatures and Recognition to read.

Barbara Robbins:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Superportraits: Caricatures and
Recognition to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a
book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Superportraits: Caricatures and Recognition can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that
time.
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