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"Profiting from the Plains" looks at two inextricably linked historical movements in the United States: the
westward expansion of the great Northern Railway and the agricultural development of the northern plains.
Claire Strom explores the persistent, idiosyncratic attempts by the Great Northern to boost agricultural
production along its rail routes from St. Paul to Seattle between 1878 and 1917. Lacking a federal land grant,
the Great Northern could not make money through land sales like other railways. It had to rely on haulage to
make a profit, and the greatest potential for increasing haulage lay in farming. The energetic and charismatic
owner of the Great Northern Railway, James J. Hill, spearheaded most of the initiatives undertaken by his
corporation to boost agricultural production. He tried, often unsuccessfully, to persuade farmers of the
profitability of his methods, which were largely based on his personal farming experience. When Hill's initial
efforts to increase haulage failed, he shifted his focus to working with outside agencies and institutions, often
providing them with the funding to pursue projects he hoped would profit his railroad. At the time, state and
federal agencies were also promoting agricultural development through irrigation, conservation, and dryland
farming, but their agendas often clashed with those of the Great Northern Railway. Because Hill failed to
grasp the extent to which politicians' goals differed from those of the railroad, his use of federal expertise to
promote agricultural change often backfired. But despite these obstacles, the railroad magnate ironically
remained among the last defenders of the small-scale farmer modelled on Jeffersonian idealism. This
fascinating story of railroad politics and development ties into themes of corporate and federal sponsorship,
which are increasingly recognized as fundamental to western history. As the first scholarly examination of
James J. Hill's agricultural enterprises, "Profiting from the Plains" makes an important contribution to the
biography of the popular and controversial Hill, as well as to western and environmental history. Claire
Strom is assistant professor of history, North Dakota State University, Fargo.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Frances:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Profiting from the Plains: The Great Northern Railway and Corporate
Development of the American West book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style.
You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Profiting from the Plains: The Great
Northern Railway and Corporate Development of the American West content conveys objective easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Profiting from the Plains: The Great Northern Railway and
Corporate Development of the American West is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Jacob Keys:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Profiting from the
Plains: The Great Northern Railway and Corporate Development of the American West suitable to you?
Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Profiting from the
Plains: The Great Northern Railway and Corporate Development of the American Westis one of several
books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read
this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will
give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within
this book.

Joyce Francois:

This Profiting from the Plains: The Great Northern Railway and Corporate Development of the American
West is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger
of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having
little bit of digest in reading this Profiting from the Plains: The Great Northern Railway and Corporate
Development of the American West can be the light food for you personally because the information inside
this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone,
yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life and also knowledge.

Georgia Yorke:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when



they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Profiting from the Plains: The Great
Northern Railway and Corporate Development of the American West to make your own reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple
book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be
first opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Profiting from the
Plains: The Great Northern Railway and Corporate Development of the American West can to be your
brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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