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Although a poor replacement for a professional military in wartime, the militia embodied a set of ideas that
defined attitudes toward social order, civic responsibility, and the nature and relative powers of the
government. It was the supreme expression of civic values in a traditional, communal, agrarian village
society. Rowe argues that the antebellum militia should be seen as a social and political institution, rather
than a military one, and contends that it is a key to understanding the political and social values of early 19th
century America. Ultimately, changing social and political values, demographic change and mobility, and
finally the dramatic expansion of federal power occasioned by the Civil War would destroy the traditional
militia.

Because the militia's functions, failures, and meanings were most clearly apparent in new settlements along
the frontier, Rowe examines three case studies that represent successive leaps across the Appalachians
(Kentucky), the Mississippi (Missouri), and the Great Plains (Washington Territory). The first generation of
settlers in Kentucky deliberately built a formal militia organization, in part for self-defense, in part as an
explicit ideological and political statement. Despite both pre-existing Franco-Spanish militia and federal
attempts to use the Territory in militia reform, American settlers in Missouri created a traditional Anglo-
American militia there. A generation later, settlers in Washington Territory attempted to do the same, but the
effort dissolved in a bitter controversy over the territorial governor's declaration of martial law.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Hill:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Bulwark of the Republic: The American Militia in Antebellum West
(Contributions in American History). Try to the actual book Bulwark of the Republic: The American Militia
in Antebellum West (Contributions in American History) as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend
when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Brenda Evans:

The book Bulwark of the Republic: The American Militia in Antebellum West (Contributions in American
History) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
why must we leave the best thing like a book Bulwark of the Republic: The American Militia in Antebellum
West (Contributions in American History)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Bulwark of the Republic: The American Militia in Antebellum West (Contributions in American
History) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Steven Holloway:

Beside that Bulwark of the Republic: The American Militia in Antebellum West (Contributions in American
History) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Bulwark of the Republic: The American
Militia in Antebellum West (Contributions in American History) because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find
this book along with read it from currently!

Richard Powe:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Bulwark of the Republic: The American Militia in Antebellum West (Contributions in American History).



You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make
an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one destination to other place.
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