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Bishops, Bourbons, and Big Mules tells the story of how the Episcopal Church gained influence over
Alabama’s cultural, political, and economic arenas despite being a denominational minority in the state.

The consensus of southern historians is that, since the Second Great Awakening, evangelicalism has
dominated the South. This is certainly true when one considers the extent to which southern culture is
dominated by evangelical rhetoric and ideas. However, in Alabama one
non-evangelical group has played a significant role in shaping the state’s history. J. Barry Vaughn explains
that, although the Episcopal Church has always been a small fraction (around 1 percent) of Alabama’s
population, an inordinately high proportion, close to 10 percent, of Alabama’s significant leaders have
belonged to this denomination. Many of these leaders came to the Episcopal Church from other
denominations because they were attracted to the church’s wide degree of doctrinal latitude and laissez-faire
attitude toward human frailty.

Vaughn argues that the church was able to attract many of the state’s governors, congressmen, and
legislators by positioning itself as the church of conservative political elites in the state--the planters before
the Civil War, the “Bourbons” after the Civil War, and the “Big Mules” during industrialization. He begins
this narrative by explaining how Anglicanism came to Alabama and then highlights how Episcopal bishops
and congregation members alike took active roles in key historic movements including the Civil War,
Reconstruction, and the Civil Rights Movement. Bishops, Bourbons, and Big Mules closes with Vaughn’s
own predictions about the fate of the Episcopal Church in twenty-first-century Alabama.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Apperson:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question
mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Bishops, Bourbons, and
Big Mules: A History of the Episcopal Church in Alabama (Religion & American Culture) to read.

Robert Maselli:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Bishops, Bourbons, and Big Mules: A History of the
Episcopal Church in Alabama (Religion & American Culture) can be great book to read. May be it can be
best activity to you.

Delores Keener:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
for you is Bishops, Bourbons, and Big Mules: A History of the Episcopal Church in Alabama (Religion &
American Culture) this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy
to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of
you.

Lori Whitten:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books
in the top list in your reading list is usually Bishops, Bourbons, and Big Mules: A History of the Episcopal
Church in Alabama (Religion & American Culture). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can



get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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