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In her spirited, witty and vastly entertaining memoir, Helene Hanff recalls her ingenuous attempts to crash
Broadway in the early forties as one of “the other 999.”

Naive, nearsighted, frequently penniless but hopelessly stagestruck, she found her life governed by
Flanagan’s Law: “No matter what happens to you, it’s unexpected.” Therefore, as a prize-winning Theatre
Guild protégée with a brilliant future, Helene naturally found that all the producers who were going to
produce her plays didn’t, and all the agents who were going to sell her plays couldn’t.

Together with her best friend Maxine, an aspiring actress consigned to playing the comedy-ingénue in plays
that regularly folded after five performances, she cultivated the “delicate, illegal art of getting everything for
nothing”—from free seats to every Broadway show and neighborhood movie and borrowed outfits from
Saks to voice lessons for Maxine and Greek lessons for Helene. To keep body and soul together until
Broadway fame arrived, they devised an economic survival system that embraced such unlikely jobs as
taking street-corner.
Reviews —
“Miss Hanff, having a good memory and a lively sense of humor, has composed a theater sketch that is
realistic as well as hilarious....One of the most amusing recent theater books about the Broadway
theater.”—Brooks Atkinson

“A delightful book by an irrepressible author....What really lifts the book to a high level of entertainment is
the sparkling humor. To describe the incidents wouldn’t do justice to the book’s charm which comes from
the style of writing and Miss Hanff’s boundless optimism.”—Library Journal

“A gay and entertaining book which also has substance.”—Boston Herald

“Hilarious and highly successful. If you need cheering up, this is it. Here’s hoping Miss Hanff finds more
failures to write books about.”—Columbus Dispatch
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From reader reviews:

Donna Nichols:

The book Underfoot In Show Business can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book Underfoot In Show Business? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Underfoot In Show Business has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by
wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Patricia Stokes:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Underfoot In Show
Business book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

George Medrano:

Here thing why this kind of Underfoot In Show Business are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty
as food or not. Underfoot In Show Business giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with Underfoot In Show Business. It gives you
thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Underfoot In Show Business in e-book can be your substitute.

Cheryl Burnett:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in
the top collection in your reading list is definitely Underfoot In Show Business. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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