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Senate Bill 863 (SB 863) and Senate Bill 899 (SB 899) have taken the California workers' compensation
industry by storm, revolutionizing the way permanent disability is determined along with changes in
apportionment of disability. Now that the 5th Edition of the AMA Guides to the Evaluation of Permanent
Impairment is the gold standard as the first step to determine permanent disability in California, the claims,
legal, and judicial participants in the workers' compensation system need their own guidance on the use of
the AMA Guides in these cases. The Lawyer's Guide to the AMA Guides and California Workers'
Compensation, by Robert G. Rassp, is the only practical guide to help you calculate and understand
permanent disability ratings under SB 899 and the AMA Guides

Workers' compensation claims involving the AMA Guides will emerge that hinge on the proper use, misuse,
or under-use of the Guides and on the causation of permanent disability under the apportionment statutes and
developing case law. The Lawyer's Guide to the AMA Guides and California Workers' Compensation will
assist you in the proper use of the AMA Guides and thus enable you to determine whether a medical
report constitutes substantial evidence. In addition, there are some observations about the AMA
Guides that are intended to assist you in learning and understanding them and to help you formulate
questions to doctors about them.

The Lawyer's Guide to the AMA Guides and California Workers' Compensation is organized as follows:

•  Chapter 1 contains definitions of common terms and a list of acronyms along with explanatory material, as
well as a list of common medical conditions by AMA Guides chapter.

•  Chapter 2 covers the effects of SB 899 and SB 863 reform legislation and the application of the AMA
Guides to California workers' compensation cases. This chapter teaches you how to do a rating string under
the 2005 PDRS and 2013 PDRS.

•  Chapter 3 is a chapter-by-chapter analysis of the AMA Guides and includes detailed references to the
tables and figures in the Guides, a listing of FEC adjustments for each chapter of the Guides, and instructions
for how to reach a pie chart for upper extremity impairments.

•  Chapter 4 contains examples of AMA compliant and non-AMA compliant medical reports.

•  Chapter 5 contains analysis and discussion of developing the record to establish accurate ratings under the
AMA Guides.

•  Chapter 6 contains the SB 863 Checklist & Reference Guide, along with examples of how to determine
permanent disability ratings using the AMA Guides and the 2005 and 2013 Permanent Disability Rating
Schedules.

•  Chapter 7 contains summaries of cases and WCAB panel decisions relating to the AMA Guides, the 2005
PDRS, and apportionment, along with expert commentary.

•  Chapter 8 provides a framework for discovery in cases that involve the AMA Guides and covers medical-



legal issues related to rebutting a strict impairment rating under the AMA Guides 5th edition.

•  Chapter 9 provides medical information every lawyer and judge should know about specific parts and
regions of the body we commonly see in our cases.

•  Chapter 10 provides a detailed discussion of psychiatric injuries—how they are now diagnosed under the
DSM-5, how and when they can be rated for permanent impairment, possible alternative rating methods not
using the GAF scale, and apportionment issues.

•  Appendix A contains the 2005 PDRS, which is reprinted in full for your convenience.

•  Appendix C contains permanent disability money charts.

•  Detailed Index to help you quickly find what you need.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Streeter:

The experience that you get from The Lawyer's Guide to the AMA Guides and California Workers'
Compensation is a more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Lawyer's Guide
to the AMA Guides and California Workers' Compensation giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because
the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having this particular The Lawyer's Guide to the AMA Guides and California Workers'
Compensation instantly.

Florence Croy:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Lawyer's Guide to the AMA Guides
and California Workers' Compensation reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
doubt The Lawyer's Guide to the AMA Guides and California Workers' Compensation as good book not
only by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its
handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Benjamin Ward:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to you personally is The Lawyer's Guide to the AMA Guides and California Workers'
Compensation this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book
was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this
book suitable all of you.

Lois Silvey:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Lawyer's Guide to the AMA Guides and
California Workers' Compensation can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book



you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Lawyer's
Guide to the AMA Guides and California Workers' Compensation.
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