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History has not been kind to Robert Komer, a casualty of bad historical analysis and inaccurate information.
A Cold War national security policy and strategy adviser to three presidents, Komer was one of the most
influential national security professionals of the era. The book begins with a review of his early life that
helped shape his worldview. It then examines Komer’s influence as a National Security Council staff
member during the Kennedy administration, where he helped set its activist course regarding the Third
World. Upon Kennedy’s death, Lyndon Johnson named Komer his “point man” for Vietnam pacification
policy, and later General Westmoreland’s operational deputy in Vietnam.

The author highlights Komer’s activities during the three years he strove to fulfill the president’s vision that
Communism could be repelled from Southeast Asia by economic and social development along with military
force. Known as “Blowtorch” for his abrasive personality and disdain for bureaucratic foot dragging, Komer
came to be seen as the right person for managing that effort, and in 1968 was rewarded with an
ambassadorship to Turkey. The book analyzes Komer’s work during the Carter administration as special
adviser to Secretary of Defense Harold Brown and Under Secretary of Defense for Policy and credits him for
reenergizing the North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s conventional capability and forging the military
instrument that implemented the Carter Doctrine in the Persian Gulf?the Rapid Deployment Joint Task
Force. It also explores his final role as a defense intellectual and critic of the Reagan administration’s
defense policies. The book concludes with a useful summary of Komer’s impact on American policy and
strategy and his contributions to counterinsurgency practices, a legacy now recognized for its importance in
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
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From reader reviews:

Delores Nault:

This book untitled Blowtorch: Robert Komer, Vietnam, and American Cold War Strategy to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher
in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book
in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Morris Whitfield:

Often the book Blowtorch: Robert Komer, Vietnam, and American Cold War Strategy will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Blowtorch: Robert
Komer, Vietnam, and American Cold War Strategy is much recommended to you to see. You can also get
the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Eric Reynolds:

Exactly why? Because this Blowtorch: Robert Komer, Vietnam, and American Cold War Strategy is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to
the reserve store hurriedly.

Ann Conley:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Blowtorch: Robert Komer, Vietnam,
and American Cold War Strategy to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion
for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the book Blowtorch: Robert Komer, Vietnam, and
American Cold War Strategy can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of the time.
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